
Color and Economic Trends

Global best selling colors AkzoNobel Decorative Paints 2008

% GDP growth

Latin America, 
next to warm whites, 
vibrant greens and blues 
are used. 
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Asia 
(e.g. India & China) 
shows a fresh color palette 
with clean yellows, pink and 
light blue.

US / Canada
In the US beige and 
gray are most popular 
colors.

Western Europe 
(e.g. UK and NL)
mainly uses sober whites 
and yellow of whites.

Poland
still shows a rather 
colorful color palette 
with bright yellow, 
orange and greens.

Color trends in interior design have been fluctuating in waves over the last few decades as the 
economy has ebbed and flowed. During an economic downturn, neutral colors, white and greys 
dominate in interior design, while more intense colors are used when people feel more confident.

2010
Mid-tones will tend to 
predominate overall, 
with cleaner off-whites 
and fewer heavy 
shades evident,  
indicating a move 
towards colors that 
are lighter in mood 
and more optimistic 
in feeling.


